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Editorial
Welcome to the first 2012 edition of the 
FWSA newsletter! Apologies for the slight 
delay in getting this newsletter out to 
you, hopefully it will have been worth the 
wait. I am grateful to all the people who 
have contributed to this issue, responded 
enthusiastically to my emails and written 
pieces at short notice amidst their already 
busy schedules. This issue features rather 
more conference reports than usual, I 
was keen to include them all to reflect the 
diversity of successful events that have 
taken place this autumn including our very 
own FWSA conference this summer which 
was a great success thanks to all those 
who attended and also organisers Nadine 
Muller and Jess Cox’s dedication. The 2011 
winners of the small grants postgraduate 
competition The Sibéal Irish Postgraduate 
Feminist and Gender Studies Network report 
on a successful and creative conference, 
and it’s great to hear that the proceedings 
will be published in an online journal. Marian 
Duggan, tells us about her research on 
sexualities and homophobia in Northern 
Ireland in our thinkpiece feature. This issue 
also features an exclusive interview with 
Book Prize Winner Sara Ahmed. Having 
read The Promise of Happiness over the 
summer, it was a real pleasure to read Sara 
discussing her inspiration for the book and 
such encouraging words to scholars writing 
their first book-thanks to Kate Sang for this 
interview. Our feminist activist organisations 
series continues with a piece about the 
important work done by the Brighton and 
Hove Survivors’ Network. Thank you to 
those of you who have sent in your latest 
achievements for the members’ news 
section, it’s great to see this space growing 
to celebrate your success and that so much 
thought provoking work is being published 
by feminist literary scholars. Congratulations 
to ex-fwsa committee member Yvette Taylor 
on her appointment as Director of the Weeks 
centre at London South Bank University. I 
hope you enjoy this issue and please do get 
in touch if you would like to contribute to the 
newsletter or respond to a submission.

Maud Perrier, University of Bristol 
Maud.Perrier@bristol.ac.uk

2 • Issue 59, March 2012 • Feminist and Women’s Studies Association (UK and Ireland) Newsletter

Conference reviews

Feminist Activism 
on Campus – A 
Transatlantic 
Dialogue
Northumbria University, 
June 2011 

Are university campuses in the UK and USA 
a site of feminist activity? A Dialogue Day 
at Northumbria University brought together 
scholars, students, community practitioners 
and activists to debate this question. Hosted 
by the School of Arts and Social Sciences and 
organised by Dr Sylvia Ellis (History) and Dr 
Ruth Lewis (Sociology), the event examined 
experiences of campus feminists on both 
sides of the Atlantic. Speakers from Harvard 
University and the University of Rhode Island’s 
Women’s Centres joined British scholars and 
students, NUS women’s officers, and activists 
from organisations such as Tyneside Rape 
Crisis Centre, the Newcastle Feminist Society, 
and Newcastle Women’s Collective. It is too 
rarely that such a diverse combination of 
people is able to communicate about shared 
interests; the Dialogue Day showed that 
bringing together people from across sectoral 
and geographic boundaries can create novel 
and energetic approaches to shared concerns.

We discussed topical issues about: leadership 
and mentoring; violence against women 
students; empowering women students, and 
the institutional representation of women.  
Olivia Bailey, (out-going Women’s Officer at 
the National Union of Students) set out the 
ongoing challenges for women students. 
Discussion revealed the resistance of some 
younger women to identify with the label 
“feminist”, even when faced with masculine 
challenges to their attempts to ban so-called 
“lads’ mags” from union shops, for example. 
While students and the NUS work to keep 
gender on the agenda on UK campuses, 
Susan Marine (Director, Harvard University 
Women’s Centre, USA) and Carolyn Sovet 
(Director, University of Rhode Island Women’s 
Centre, USA) reflected on the activism 

and commitment that has established and 
sustained Women’s Centres in the US. 
Although there are about 460 such centres 
on US campuses – a scenario which UK 
participants might dream of – they face 
constant challenges and persist only thanks 
to the watchful eye of leaders such as Susan 
and Carolyn. Professor Sharon Mavin (Dean 
of Newcastle Business School, Northumbria 
University) addressed the challenges for 
women leaders when the combination of 
“woman” and “leader” still jars the expectations 
of many people – women as well as men. She 
warned against “female misogyny”, making 
a plea that we avoid disparaging gendered 
terms such as “Queen Bee” and reminding us 
of the importance of sisterly support.

Contributions from participants revealed 
that violence against women students is an 
enduring concern. Geraldine Smith (Liberation 
Research and Development Officer, National 
Union of Students UK) reported in the recent 
Hidden Marks research by the NUS which 
revealed that seven per cent of women 
students in the UK have experienced a serious 
sexual assault during their studies, while 2/3 
(68 per cent) have experienced unwanted 
verbal or non-verbal sexual behaviour. In the 
US, unlike the UK, interventions to prevent 
violence on campus and, when it happens, 
to support victims/survivors, have been in 
existence for several decades. Jennifer Longa 
Moio, Keith Labelle and Ben Eaves (Violence 
Prevention and Advocacy Services, University 
of Rhode Island, USA) gave an energising 
presentation of their work to raise students’ 
awareness of such violence and to challenge 
violence-supporting myths and beliefs. 
Although such work is rare on university 
campuses in the UK, within the community 
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Rape Crisis has been actively supporting 
women and campaigning for improved 
laws and services about sexual violence for 
decades. Professor Clare McGlynn (Durham 
Law School) talked about the work of Tyneside 
Rape Crisis, one of the most long-established 
centres in the UK. 

More recently, Slutwalks have emerged 
throughout the country from their origins in 
Canada. While this approach to challenging 
sexual violence has generated controversy 
and debate, the public demonstrations reflect 
the energy and focus of many women young 
and old. Clara Shield (Newcastle Women’s 
Collective, UK) and Claire Rasul (Newcastle 
University Feminist Society, UK) reported on 
the Newcastle Slutwalk (pictured), showing 
the film which documents this recent example 
of feminist activism (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EAy26lIQ0nU)

The Dialogue Day highlighted the importance 
of ongoing feminist activism on university 
campuses to challenge ongoing gender 
inequality. The discussions reminded us of the 
importance of networks of women to support 
each other, to keep each other informed, to 
learn from each other and across generations. 
Participants spotted opportunities for action 
– for example in the lead up to new academic 
years, activists can work with Student Unions 
to implement the new Zero Tolerance polices 
against sexual harassment which many have 
adopted – and supported the use of social and 
creative media to progress feminist activism. 
The representatives of Women’s Centres in 
American universities highlighted the value 
of a physical space for women on campus 
– “a place of one’s own”. As a result of the 
Dialogue Day a new network of scholars, 
stakeholders and activists examining violence 

against women on campus will be established 
and plans for further research projects about 
feminism on campus are in hand. More than 
anything, the day revealed the energy and 
innovation which can be created by a group of 
activists, scholars and community practitioners 
engaging together. 

Ruth Lewis and Sylvia Ellis,  
Northumbria University

The Futures 
of Feminism: 
New Directions 
in Feminist, 
Women’s and 
Gender Studies
Brunel University, July 2011

The FWSA’s 2011 conference, The Futures 
of Feminism: New Directions in Feminist, 
Women’s and Gender Studies, was held at 
Brunel University, West London on the 5-7 July 
2011. The conference, which was attended 
by over one hundred and fifty delegates, was 
headlined by three engaging and diverse 
keynote speakers. Professor Shirin Rai 
(University of Warwick) opened the conference 
with a thought provoking discussion on 
aspects of hope and despair in relation to 
the conference theme; on day two, Dr Susan 
Watkins (Leeds Metropolitan University) gave 
a stimulating and insightful talk on images of 
the apocalypse in contemporary women’s 
writing; and finally on day three, Professor 
Rosi Braidotti (Universiteit Utrecht) closed the 
conference with a powerful polemic on the 
future(s) of feminism. Each of one of these 
speakers approached the conference theme 
from a diverse perspective, providing a unique 
means of illustrating potential feminist future(s) 
and a variety of new and developing directions 
in feminist, gender and women’s studies in 
theory and practice. Alongside the keynotes, 
the vast number of delegate papers equally 
looked at the diversity of feminist futures across 
a range of social and cultural phenomena 

including, for example, the marketing of 
gender identities; feminist art; religion; war, 
conflict and violence; globalisation; and 
cyberspace and new media. As such, the 
conference illuminated not only the variety of 
potential feminist futures but also pointed to 
the far-reaching scope of feminist scholarship 
in and across disciplines. Alongside this, it 
was important that the conference created a 
reflective, critical space to consider feminist 
futures in relation to, and as a product of, 
both the feminist past and the feminism(s) 
in the present. To that end, it was refreshing 
to see the integration and connection of 
feminism beyond the academy presented 
as an essential component (and companion, 
even) to academic scholarship. Panels in this 
space included a broad approach to feminist 
activism(s) both nationally and internationally 
on topics such as re-mediating the feminist 
imagination through acts of cultural memory, 
developing feminist activist networks within 
cultural and music movements, and, an 
Indian case-study on moral engagement and 
women’s empowerment, to name but a few. 
The conference organisers, Drs Jessica Cox 
and Nadine Muller not only deserve praise 
for provided an exciting and stimulating 
intellectual forum, but also for punctuating 
the conference with plenty of opportunity for 
delegates to network and informally engage 
in discussion outside of panels. Certainly, as 
an attendee fortunate enough to have chaired 
several of the conference panels, it was striking 
how often conversation in panel sessions easily 
have spilled over well beyond the allotted time, 
a point that illustrates both the vibrancy of 
dialogue created by panel papers themselves 
but also, I hope, captures something of 
the diversity of opinions put forward on the 
conference theme. If there is one important 
point to be learnt from this, therefore, it is that 
on reflection the conference title should have 
been the futures of feminisms – as clearly, 
whatever shape the futures of feminism takes, 
engagement with feminist thought and activism 
relating to the subject, is multiple and fluid, and 
feminism as a theory and practice continues to 
be shaped, re-shaped and re-born in a myriad 
of ways both in and beyond academia. 

Claire O’Callaghan, University of Leicester
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Politics of Neoliberal Authoritarianism” and 
the implications of this for a rejection of liberal 
women’s rights in the aftermath of dictatorship. 
In addition to the presentations, there was 
an active question and answer session as 
well as interesting testimonials from people 
who have been part of the uprisings in 2011. 
All the presentations were recorded and 
are available to watch at/download from 
www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/
people/pratt/research/arabspring/. 

This was the first of three workshops 
organized by the Centre for Women and 
Gender Studies in 2011/12. The next two 
will be on the themes of “Women and the 
Cuts” (17 Feb, 2012) and “Gender and the 
Olympics” (tbc). For further information, 
please contact: Karen Throsby (k.throsby@
warwick.ac.uk) or Nickie Charles (nickie.
charles@warwick.ac.uk)  

Nicola Pratt and Karen Throsby, 
University of Warwick

Gendering the 
Arab Spring
University of Warwick, 
October, 2011

One of the least studied aspects of the 
‘Arab Spring’ until now has been the impact 
of political upheavals on gender identities, 
relations and roles, including the role of women 
in Arab countries. In response to this gap, the 
University of Warwick’s Centre for the Study of 
Women and Gender, in conjunction with the 
Politics and International Studies Department, 
organised a workshop entitled, “Gendering 
the Arab Spring”, on 28 October 2011, 
which attracted a large audience of Warwick 
university staff and students, as well as 
individuals from other parts of the country and 
across Europe. Some of the questions asked 
by the workshop, included: How significant 
is gender in understanding the Arab spring? 
What do Arab women hope to achieve from 
their participation in the uprisings? What is the 
future of women’s rights and gender relations 
in the aftermath of dictatorship? 

Four speakers were invited to present 
their thoughts. The first speaker, novelist, 
independent academic and writing fellow at 
the University of Durham, Fadia Faqir, asked, 
“Is the Arab Spring Leaving Women in the 
Cold?”, warning that the Arab spring may not 
lead to the sorts of transformations in gender 
relations and women’s rights hoped for by 
the many women who had participated in 
demonstrations against their governments. 
Following this, Nadje Al-Ali, professor of gender 
studies at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, examined “Iraqi Women Resisting 
the New Dictatorship” and drew out lessons 
for the “Arab spring” about the dangers of 
the militarisation of society and backlash 
against women’s rights, whilst also highlighting 
women’s continued struggle against these 
challenges. The third speaker, lecturer in 
comparative literature at Manchester University 
and participant in the Egyptian uprising, Dalia 
S Mostafa, discussed “Women, Culture and 
the Egyptian Revolution of 2011”, focusing on 
the inventive ways in which women artists and 
film-makers are remaking Egyptian culture in 
the wake of the 25 January uprising. The final 
speaker, Nicola Pratt, associate professor in 
the International Politics of the Middle East 
at Warwick, considered “The Gendered 

Rural Geographies 
of Gender and 
Space, Britain 
1840-1920 
University of Warwick, 
September 2011

approaches to theorising rural spaces.
The symposium proved to be productive 
and stimulating in both of these respects: 
presenters from history, geography 
and literary studies took us through the 
spaces of Britain’s farms, country houses, 
gardens, and out to the rural spaces of the 
empire, from the perspectives of writers, 
geographers, designers, artists. The 
day began with a keynote presentation 
from Jo Little, Professor of Gender and 
Geography at the University of Exeter, on 
the subject of “Feminist Rural Geography: 
The Development of Approaches to 
the Study of Gender, Identity and the 
Countryside”. Professor Little’s work is 
on contemporary rural spaces, but the 
ideas she raised resonated strongly with 
studies of nineteenth-century ruralities: 
rural tourism, traditional gendered roles 
and heteronormative sexual identities, and 
the importance of rural labour and class 
in defining identity, were all discussed 
by Professor Little and were picked up 
in papers throughout the day. In the first 
panel on “Cultivated Ruralities”, Emma 
Gray (University of Bristol) spoke about 
women’s roles in the rebuilding of country 
houses, and Christen Ericsson (University 
of Southampton) discussed the designing 
of flower gardens. In Panel two, we went 
“Beyond Britain and back again”, with 
Di Drummond’s (Leeds Trinity) paper 
on Flora Annie Steel’s writing on India, 
Karina Jakubowicz’s (UCL) ecofeminist 
perspective on Virginia Woolf’s The Voyage 
Out, and Kitty O’Connor’s discussion 
of gender and geography in Thomas 
Hardy’s The Return of the Native and The 
Woodlanders. The third panel “Gender 
in the Field” returned us to British farms 
and fields: Maija Kuharenoka (de Montfort 
University) discussed masculinity in 
Mathilde Blind’s writing Roger Ebbatson’s 
analysis of Hardy’s “Tess’s Lament” looked 
at the portrayal of women in the field, 
and Frances Richardson (Oxford) spoke 
about women farmers in Nantconwy. 
Throughout, what emerged was both the 
strength of gendered discourses and the 
variety of ways in which women challenged 
assumptions and worked to shape their 
own visions of gendered rural spaces. 
We hope the day was as interesting and 
productive for those who attended, and 
are pleased to be continuing work on this 

This one-day symposium was organised 
by Dr Gemma Goodman and Dr Charlotte 
Mathieson from the Department of English 
and Comparative Literary Studies, and 
funded by Warwick’s Institute of Advanced 
Study and the Roberts Fund for Early 
Career Researchers. 

The symposium brought together 
researchers from literature, history and 
geography to discuss gender-space 
intersections in rural contexts in the 
long Victorian period. Whilst “women 
and the city” is a much covered topic in 
gender-place/space discussions, rural 
environments are less frequently taken as 
a specific context in their own right but, we 
thought, offered an equally productive site 
for discussion. The symposium intended 
to bring to the fore different types of rural 
experiences in this period, and diverse 
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project as we prepare an edited collection 
of essays on Rural Geographies.

Charlotte Mathieson,  
University of Warwick

free cake with the entry fee being donated to a 
local Rape and Sexual Assault Centre. 

The use of space was an important feature of 
the conference. We were keen to transform 
the conference venue (a standard university 
building with offices and classrooms) to 
facilitate a more creative exchange. We 
hung a large art installation in the foyer so 
that creative expression was a central part 
of the day’s activities. One seminar room 
was transformed into an art space and 
we ensured that the seating arrangement 
in the remaining spaces was circular and 
conducive to exchange. In an effort to 
use the space in a sustainable way, the 
schedule was provided on large whiteboards 
to avoid printing, and re-used re-usable 
china cups decorated by participants 
with their names in place of badges. 

Voice was also a central feature of this 
conference. It was important to us as 
organisers to provide a space for the 
participants to comment on their experiences 
of the event, with the hope that we might 
collectively create the space of our imaginings. 
We thus organised the different kinds of 
opening and end-of-day sessions in an effort 
to create collective reflection. For example, the 
conference started with panel presentations 
given by feminist academics at different 
stages of their career – from undergraduate 
to professor – which were then followed by 
group discussions about our own experiences 
in academia. 

Since the conference the organising team 
have established a mailing list with the hope 
to facilitate on-going collaboration. We were 
also awarded the Sue Grant Service Award, 
established by the Graduate School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of 
Edinburgh for the student or students “who 
have made the most significant contribution 
to the intellectual community through their 
extracurricular work in that year”. 

The organising team would like to extend 
their heartfelt thanks to all the conference 
participants for the various and inspiring ways 
they collaborated to make the event. Please 
see our conference blog which showcases 
the artists, presenters and workshop hosts 
(http://researchingfeministfutures.
wordpress.com).

Maddie Breeze, Hilary Cornish, Aoife 
McKenna, CR Stocks-Rankin, Kathleen 
Ward, Joanna Wiseman, Hannah Zagel.

Researching 
Feminist Futures
University of Edinburgh, 
September 2011

Researching Feminist Futures [RFF] 
took place in Edinburgh on 2nd and 3rd 
September 2011. The conference was 
organised collectively by seven PhD 
students based in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of 
Edinburgh. RFF grew out of the weekly 
meetings of a graduate seminar and 
peer support group enthusiastically titled 
“Feminist Reading Group Joy” (abbreviated 
as FemJoy). Our weekly meetings were 
intended to be non-hierarchical in structure 
and prioritised respectful interactions. 
Through our collective working, FemJoy 
developed a sense that the expression of 
emotion, experience and hope alongside 
critical thinking and analysis is a cause for 
celebration and an expression of strength. 

In creating RFF, we hoped to extend the 
space of our weekly meetings and create 
a conversation about the possibilities (and 
limitations) of feminist research and practice. 
After eighteen months of planning and 
preparation, we were delighted to host 
an event with approximately seventy-five 
participants including artists, researchers, 
activists, students and professional academics. 
We hoped that it would be as transformative 
for our attendees as our weekly meetings 
had been for us. RFF blended a classic 
academic structure of thematically organised 
paper presentations with some less orthodox 
features. The four panel sessions focused on 
the following themes: “Learning and Teaching”, 
“Questioning Boundaries”, “Reflexive 
Research/Multiple Axes of Difference’ 
and ‘Breaking Silences”. In addition, there 
were several interactive workshops on 
methodological themes, a collaborative art 
space facilitated by several artists-in-residence, 
and a quiet room for downtime or prayer. We 
also held an evening event of film, dance, and 

Feminist research 
methods workshop
Norwich Business School/
University of Easy Anglia, 
December 2011

On the 9th December, DECERe (Diversity and 
Equality in Careers and Employment) hosted 
a feminist research methods workshop. The 
day brought together feminist researchers from 
PhD level through to Professors to learn more 
about a range of feminist methods. Professor 
Yvonne Tasker (UEA) spoke about securing 
research funding, Dr Natasha Mauthner 
(Aberdeen University) spoke about the 
research councils’ expectations of digital data 
sharing and the associated research ethics,  
Dr Anne Humbert (Middlesex) discussed 
the use of gender indices while Professor 
Rosemary Hunter (Kent) shared her 
experiences of running a project which 
undertook feminist re-judgements of 
existing legal decisions. In the afternoon 
Professor Alison Assister (UWE) spoke 
about feminist philosophy. We then had 
breakout masterclasses on visual methods, 
ethnography and insider-outsider methods. 
The day concluded with a feminist analysis of 
care, provided by Dr Fiona Poland (UEA). PhD 
students were able to showcase their work 
during a lunchtime poster session. We have 
already received a number of requests for 
follow up events and DECERe hope to have 
a first planning meeting in early January 2012.  
The day would not have been a success if 
Arabella Beckett (NBS PhD Student) had not 
developed the original idea. The hard work 
of Local Support both in the planning and 
running of the event was invaluable. Thank you 
also to all of those who attended and spoke 
at the event. Such was the success of the 
day, we hope to run future events at different 
locations around the UK.

Kate Sang, UEA
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Spotlight on... Sibéal Irish 
Postgraduate Feminist and Gender 
Studies Network Conference

The FWSA hosts an annual small grants competition open to postgraduate students who want to 
organise an event for other postgraduates around gender/feminism. The 2012 winner Aisling O’Connor, 
one of the organisers, reports on the fourth Annual Conference of the Sibéal Irish Postgraduate Feminist 
and Gender Studies Network: “Feminist Scholarship, Activism and Creativity” which took place on 25th-
26th November at the University of Limerick, Ireland. 

The Sibéal annual conference is a unique 
event that aims to promote and disseminate 
the work of early-career researchers working 
in feminist and gender studies. The Sibéal 
Network is committed to promoting feminist 
and gender studies and is confident that 
whilst doing this, the 2011 conference also 
brought feminist scholarship, activism and 
creativity into closer dialogue. “Feminist 
Scholarship, Activism and Creativity” 
succeeded in bringing together like-minded 
postgraduate students to share research 
and learn from one another. It fostered 
cross-disciplinary and cross-institutional 
collaboration and provided a necessary space 
wherein current schools of thought could 
be evaluated. It also allowed researchers to 
showcase creative approaches to scholarship 
and activism. 

The conference launch and welcome event 
took place on Friday 25th November. The 
conference launch consisted of a public talk 
by Dr Cinta Ramblado Minero (UL), an oral 

history reading and an art exhibition by artist 
and postgraduate student Evelyn Glynn, and 
a reception with a performance by student 
and musician, Hannah O’Brien. The theme 
of the evening was women, confinement and 
social control, which stems from the research 
and activist interests of the Sibéal regional 
group in Limerick.

Dr Cinta Ramblado Minero of the School 
of Languages, Literature, Culture and 
Communication delivered a talk on the theme 
of women, morality and social control. “Politics 
of Morality and the Morality of Politics: Women 
and Social Control in Ireland and Spain”. 
Dr. Ramblado’s talk gave a transnational 
perspective on the historical phenomenon 
of confining women. Examining women’s 
prisons in Franco’s Spain, she provided a 
comparative context for the Irish case of the 
Magdalene Laundries. The talk engendered 
discussion around memorialisation, 
ways forward and possible processes of 
reconciliation. The talk was followed by a 

reading of a number of oral histories collected 
by Limerick School of Art and Design 
student Evelyn Glynn, which she gathered 
as part of her MA thesis on the Magdalene 
Laundry in Limerick. These powerful readings 
provided unique insights into the trajectory 
of the Good Shepherd Laundry in Limerick. 
The memories of survivors, of relatives 
of survivors and of relatives of the Good 
Shepherd nuns were voiced. The reading 
compelled the crowd gathered to bear 
witness to this long-silenced history. After 
the reading, attendees were guided to the 
exhibition area where Evelyn Glynn’s artwork 
was displayed. Those in attendance included 
postgraduates from universities across 
Ireland and the UK, faculty and students 
from UL and members of the public.

On Saturday 26th November the “Feminist 
Scholarship, Activism and Creativity” 
conference was officially opened by  
Dr Breda Gray (Women Studies at UL). Dr 
Gray’s inspiring opening address drew on 
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the theme of women and confinement in 
the past and related it to confinement and 
regulation in the present. Dr Gray discussed 
the changing regulation of gender and 
sexuality and liberal assumptions about 
progress from containment to liberation. 
In doing so, she emphasised the multiple 
ways in which gender and sex are regulated 
– particularly in relation to the bodies and 
practices of women, in the complex  
context of neoliberal global capitalism.  
Dr Gray’s opening address highlighted the 
challenges facing contemporary society 
and simultaneously underscored the validity 
and necessity of feminist interventions. 
Eighty conferees attended the Saturday 
proceedings. Attendees included university 
faculty, postgraduate students and 
undergraduate from campuses across 
Ireland and the UK; members of feminist, 
gender-focused and women’s groups; 
members of the public. 

Thirty-eight papers were delivered, and two 
workshops were convened. Papers ranged 
from feminist literary analyses of Twilight 
and Harry Potter; examinations of abortion 
in Ireland, Civil Partnership, and lesbian 
motherhood; to reflections on undergraduate 
students’ reactions to the term “feminist”, 
and the links between feminism, activism and 
creativity in contemporary Ireland. The diverse 
range of papers engendered lively discussion 
in each of the panels. Two workshops were 
held: one shared with participants the toolkit of 
the Marriage Equality campaign for same-sex 
couples, and the other offered participants 
the knowledge and skills for establishing 
and running successful activist campaigns. 
Senior academics in attendance commented 
on the high quality of papers delivered, and 
on the pioneering work being carried out by 
postgraduates in Ireland and the UK. The 
conference provided a vital space for formative 
feedback and dialogue and it allowed for 
networking and collaboration amongst 
postgraduates, faculty and activist groups.

In conjunction with the Department of 
Sociology at UL, a selection of papers from 
the conference will be published in a special 
issue of the Socheolas Limerick Student 
Journal of Sociology. This special issue 
will be published in April 2012 and will be 
launched by feminist academic and activist, 
Ailbhe Smith, on 27th April 2012. 

Interview with Book Prize 
Winner Sara Ahmed

Sara Ahmed won the 2011 FWSA book prize for her 
book The Promise of Happiness (2010, Duke University 
Press). Sara is Professor in Race and Cultural Studies 
at Goldsmith College, London. Her work explores 
“how differences, otherness and strangeness become 
‘properties’ of bodies and spaces over time” and “the 
messiness of the experiential, the unfolding of bodies 
into worlds, and the drama of contingency, how we are 
touched by what comes near.” Her major publications 
include Differences that Matter (1998) Strange 
Encounters (2000) Thinking Through the Skin (2001) 
co-edited with Jackie Stacey, The Cultural Politics of 
Emotion (2004) and Queer Phenomenology (2006).

For those who have not had the 
chance to read The Promise of 
Happiness, can you provide a  
brief précis of the book and its 
main message? 
The book is concerned with how happiness is 
made into a good thing, and how happiness 
functions as a promise that directs us along 
certain paths, as if by following these paths, 
we find happiness. The book offers an 
alternative history of happiness, one that does 
not assume happiness as always or only a 
good thing, and gives room to those alienated 
from its promise: those who get in the way of 
happiness (feminist killjoys, unhappy queers, 
melancholic migrants). I guess I find in the 
obstacles an alternative social promise!

What inspired you to write the book?  
The question of happiness has always 
hovered over me, perhaps a little like a 
cloud. I was very aware growing up of the 
work that went into reproducing an idea of 
family happiness, as well as the huge costs 
of that work (which are partly the costs of 
concealment). My sense of being alienated 
from family was often an alienation from this 
idea of happiness (I have thought of this as 
being an “affect-alien” alienated by virtue of 
not being affected in the right way). I have 
had many experiences, back then and also 
later on in life, of being a killjoy: say, the one 
who does not laugh at the sexist or racist 
joke and thus “ruins” the joke for others. 

Sometimes we might want to get in the way 
of other people’s happiness!

In terms of more immediate inspiration, I 
was very influenced by some of the equal 
opportunities practitioners I interviewed for 
another project. They talked to me about 
how diversity can work as happy term 
that obscures racism. They also talked of 
how diversity can be a way of re-imaging 
institutions as if they are happy (we know 
the images: smiling colourful faces, how 
important that these images are instantly 
recognisable as images of diversity!). I 
was reminded of earlier feminist critiques 
of images of the happy housewife: and a 
great deal of the joy (yes joy!) of doing the 
research of this book was going through 
unhappy feminist archives (even though 
I “knew” feminists had been critical of 
happiness, I did not quite realise the 
extent of those critiques, putting them 
together was one of my most important 
tasks). I think as well seeing the film Bend 
it like Beckham was a turning point. I 
was fascinated by the image of happy 
reconciliation at the end of this film: and 
working through that film was essential to 
how I worked out my argument.

It strikes me that statements such as 
“I’m happy if you’re happy” are quite 
gendered. Can you comment on that? 
I think statements like that can be gendered, 
or have a gendering effect. I have since 
in my project on will and willfulness been 
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“Being critical of happiness does not require 
becoming uncritical of injury or of how 
unhappiness can be used to mobilise  
political claims”

working through the speech act “I will if you 
will.” What interests me is how they work to 
create a relation of social precedence (and 
gender can be thought of as a relation of 
social precedence). They can appear to be 
about reciprocity (I will only be happy if you 
are happy, or I will do this only if you do this) 
but that reciprocity can easily be translated 
into a demand (if you are not happy I will not 
be happy, or if you won’t do this, then I can’t). 
Put simply: if certain people “come first” then 
their happiness comes first. Or happiness 
might be how certain people come first (this 
is why I described citizenship as a technology 
of happiness, that is, as a technology for 
deciding whose happiness comes first). I 
would not say “this” is the only way such 
speech acts work: but my interest is in how 
coercion can use the softer languages of 
happiness and the will: to be happy, to be 
willing (or to be happily willing) can appear to 
be about freedom but can be lived as duty.

How do you feel that your critical 
take on the injunction to be happy 
sits alongside those of “wounded 
attachments” to victimology i.e. 
how do we ensure that a critical 
stance towards being “happy” does 
not slip into an over privileging of 
unhappiness in victimhood?  
I would not, indeed would never, use that 
word “victimology.” I hear in that word a 
dismissal of those who suffer injustice and 
violence, as if their insistence on speaking 
about suffering and violence is what gets in 
the way of a forward progression. I do not 
think injury is the basis of identity, but I also 
think the tendency to assume that some 
feminism works “like this” (turning injury into 
identity, wounds into attachments) can be a 
very ungenerous reading of feminist work. 

Can I add here that there is more at stake in 
the injunction to be happy than happiness.  
Also implied by this injunction are other 
injunctions such as the injunction to ‘get 
over it.’ For example, the injunction to 
be happy can be used as an injunction 

to get over racism, as if by getting over 
racism, racism would be gone. It is then 
as if talking about racism is what stops us 
from participating in the happiness of an 
institution or nation. To refuse the injunction 
is not to be over what is not over. 

Refusing the injunction to be happy does 
not require that we put a new injunction in 
its place. We might refuse the injunction to 
injunction! Unhappiness is not a duty – I say 
this very explicitly in the book – although 
sometimes it is a sensible judgment, and 
sometimes the desire not to recognise 
unhappiness – either our own or others – 
can be part of the problem of happiness. 
Audre Lorde taught us to turn toward rather 
than away from what compromises our 
happiness. No wonder that political work 
can be compromising. I really wanted to 
think of unhappiness as pedagogy: as what 
we can learn from and through.

Of course the language of injury can be 
mobilised by the privileged: the hurt nation, 
the wounded ordinary white person, the 
majority as the new minorities. We need to 
be cautious about how appeals are being 
made. But being critical of happiness does 
not require becoming uncritical of injury 
or of how unhappiness can be used to 
mobilise political claims (an unhappiness 
that often insists on happiness as a right 
that has been ‘stolen’ by others).

How would you characterise the 
relationship between positive  
and negative affects and do you 
think such a distinction can itself 
be drawn? 
I read this distinction as an affective 
grammar: the book is about how 
distinctions are made over time, and 
how some things, how some bodies 
even, become attributed as good or bad 
through affect (for example as happiness or 
unhappiness causes). I don’t assume the 
distinction, but try and theorise what it is 
doing. To understand how the distinction 

is made (as a way of distributing goods 
and bads) also means being prepared 
to destabilise the distinction. Sometimes 
we destabilise the distinction between 
positive and negative affect through reversal 
(the negative as positive, the positive as 
negative), but even then the aim would be 
to show how the distinction does not hold. 
Black feminism has really taught me the 
importance of affective disruptions. Audre 
Lorde especially: her understanding of 
anger as creative, her willingness to disrupt 
the usual affective grammar, has been 
so important to me. You can see why I 
dedicated my book to her!

Where would you like to see 
“happiness” scholarship progress in 
the future? 
We do need more feminist and critical work 
on happiness. So much of this literature is 
very conservative even when it appears to 
be progressive (for example in the call of 
happiness indexes to supplement GNP). 
Happiness has been found where you 
would expect it to be found: in marriage, in 
family, in monocultural communities. Anti-
feminist discourse often uses the language 
of happiness: how often do we read articles 
that basically say feminism has given women 
too much desire, has taken women away 
from what would or should make them 
happy. And remember that David Cameron 
began talking about happiness indexes 
just when people where out on the streets, 
gathering in anger about cuts to public 
spending. We learn from co-incidences!

And I should add here that critical work 
is important only because “happiness 
studies” is remarkably uncritical about its 
own object. Criticality is here a reorientation 
device. Actually if happiness is not 
assumed to be always or only a good 
thing; if happiness is not assumed to be 
what life is about or for, then happiness 
becomes much more interesting, maybe 
even rather queer. The word after all 
derives from the Middle English word 
‘hap’ suggesting chance. One history of 
happiness is the history of happiness losing 
the hap, becoming defined against what 
happens, becoming defined as what you 
earn for doing the right thing. So being 
critical of happiness is also about opening 
up happiness as a ground in which other 
things can happen. Hap can happen.
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What advice would you go to 
feminist scholars who have set out 
to write a book? 
Write about what interests you, and give 
yourself the freedom to roam. The main 
problem is pressure: when we are first 
writing we are often under pressure to 
publish or pressure to confirm to a specific 
genre of academic writing. We all know 
this: there are constraints and we do need 
to be pragmatic about those constraints. 
But there is always wiggle room, and 
sometimes wiggling can create room. 

What do you think are the  
future research priorities for 
feminist scholarship? 
Feminism and feminists need to be 
everywhere: setting priorities should not 
be our priority. We need to keep offering 
feminist accounts of the many worlds we 
inhabit. If this is a shared aspiration, it is one 
that takes us to different places.

What advice would you give to 
those early in their feminist 
scholarship career?  
I was very lucky to begin my career 
in Women’s Studies. It taught me the 
importance of feminist community, of 
finding pockets in the academy that are 
safe and supportive. Find spaces, create 
spaces for other to find, and always think 
of feminist projects and feminist work 
as collaborative, as performing what it is 
aiming for (a more liveable way of sharing 
an existence). Being a feminist killjoy can 
be lonely, and it can be too hard to do this 
work on your own. We can end hopefully: 
those who are unseated by the tables of 
happiness tend to find each other!

Interview by Kate Sang

Survivors Network

Survivors’ Network is an organisation based in Brighton which acts 
as the Rape Crisis Service for Brighton and Hove. I am on the trustee 
board for Survivors’ Network and will discuss what the aims of this 
organisation are and how its work relates to feminism, is a form of 
feminist activism and/or is informed by feminist principles. Feminism 
can be a broad topic, as is the work that Survivors’ Network does, 
so here I will try and outline briefly the function and ethos of the 
organisation, and talk a bit about its relationship with feminism.

Being the Rape Crisis service for Brighton 
and Hove means that we will support 
women who have experienced:  

• rape or sexual assault

• childhood sexual abuse

• ritual / organised abuse

• unwanted sexual experiences

 We also offer support to friends, partners, 
parents, external agencies and other 
supporters of those impacted by sexual 
abuse and violence. Our services include 
a helpline, a drop-in service, email and text 
message services, one-to-one counselling, 
group work and advocacy work. We aim 
to expand our services to include specific 
prevention work. We have big dreams of 
numerous ways in which we could expand 
and improve the services that we offer; 
the services listed above are the ones that 
are currently in place. Survivors’ Network 
is a women-only organisation in that it is 
run by women, for women. Our premises 
are a women-only space and all staff and 
volunteers who have contact with service 
users are women. Our trustees are currently 
all women, and in accordance with the 
Rape Crisis National Service Standards, all 
position of power in the organisation – for 
example Chair of Trustees and Treasurer – 
must be women.

The subject matter we work with – rape, 
childhood sexual abuse and all forms 
of sexual violence – is subject matter 
that has significantly concerned feminist 
theory and practice historically and does 
contemporarily. In this way the work of 
our organisation is inherently bound up in 
feminist thought and guiding principles.  

One specific way in which Survivors’ 
Network could be said to be underpinned 
by feminist principles is our belief in working 
with the empowerment model. What I 
mean by this is that Survivors’ Network 
believes that sexual violence and abuse 
deprives a person of their ability to control 
what happens to them, to their body and 
their boundaries. This removal of control 
and autonomy is disempowering and this 
disempowerment is a significant part of the 
impact that sexual violence has. We believe 
that our services should provide space 
where women are believed, believed in, and 
trusted to make decisions about their lives 
and bodies. We work to support women in 
making decisions and to provide a space 
for this to happen in. This may sound like 
a subtly specific way in which to work, but 
it has very real implications for our ethos, 
policies, our training and our services. We 
work in a thoroughly non-directive way 
and a large part of our in-depth training 
for our helpline and drop-in services which 
are run by volunteers, revolves around 
the empowerment model. Our volunteer 
training process works hard to highlight 
the difference between being present 
with service users and providing support 
for their own decision-making, and being 
directive or trying to be a “rescuer”. For 
me, this reflects a core feminist principle 
that we have the right to be the decision-
maker about our lives and our bodies and 
that that right needs to be put back into 
practice after it has been taken away. It also 
requires us to trust women, to believe in 
their strength and to respect their abilities 
and self-knowledge. Many service users do 
not feel like ‘survivors’ when they come to 
our services; when we feel weak the word 
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can feel too strong. At Survivors’ Network 
we know that all our service users come to 
us having survived their experiences, and 
that this has already shown resilience.  We 
work to further promote that resilience by 
providing space – even if that space is in an 
email or a text message – and support.

Survivors’ Network works to end violence 
against women. Part of this work is to 
train and educate professionals and the 
wider community about the prevalence of 
sexual violence and its long term effects 
on survivors. To this end we offer training 
on childhood sexual abuse and rape and 
sexual assault. Our work at community 
events, Pride, International Women’s Day 
and collaborations with groups at Sussex 
University, for example, raises our profile 
and allows more women to access our 
services at the same time as aiming to 
break silence surrounding sexual violence, 
to raise awareness and to dispel myths.

For me, witnessing our highly knowledgeable, 
skilled, empathetic, impressive and dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers work together 
to produce services we believe in and are 
really proud of strikes me as witnessing an 
inherently feminist practice. The expertise of 
our staff, survival in harsh economic times and 
specialist sexual violence service provision in a 
climate which so often silences talk of sexual 
violence and sexual abuse is something that I 
see as a form of feminist activism.  

To read more about Survivors’ Network, to 
access our services or to support our work, 
please go to: www.survivorsnetwork.org.uk

Alex Weaver

Thinkpiece: Harmonising 
Feminism and Sexuality 
in Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland is often perceived as being more morally 
conservative than comparable areas of the UK. Elected members 
of the Northern Ireland Assembly regularly invoke a Christian 
ethos as a rationale for seemingly controversial decisions, such 
as the culture minister’s campaign for Ulster Museum to include 
Creationist exhibitions alongside information on evolution. 
Similarly, former MP Iris Robinson stated in 2008 (when in post) 
that she believed it was the duty of government to “uphold 
God’s laws”. This seemingly culturally specific state of affairs 
disproportionately impacts on women and members of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGB&T) communities in Northern 
Ireland in ways which undermine claims of equality within the UK. 

Nadine Dorris’ proposed abstinence 
bill was met with strong opposition and 
claims that it would negatively impact 
women’s rights in the UK. However, 
women in Northern Ireland are already 
at a disadvantage given that they are still 
denied access to full reproductive rights. 
The failure to extend the 1967 Abortion Act 
to Northern Ireland results in approximately 
40 women a week, or 2,000 women a 
year, accessing abortions in Great Britain 
or Europe. Furthermore, the women must 
pay for these procedures, despite paying 
into the same NHS system as their British 
counterparts. Not only is this geographical 
discrimination, but is also a socio-economic 
issue as it affects the poorest women in 
society. Those opposed to abortion do not 
conceptualise it as an issue of women’s 
rights to full reproductive choices, but rather 
as “murdering unborn children”. Such 
harmful perspectives fail to consider how 
conception may have occurred; whether 
the pregnancy was wanted but somehow 
impossible to continue to term; medical 
complications necessitating a termination; 
or that women from poorer backgrounds 
may put themselves at financial or personal 
risk to access the necessary means to 
terminate a pregnancy. Anecdotal evidence 
from those involved in this area indicates 
women’s vulnerability to loan sharks, sexual 
exploitation and health risks from accessing 
abortion medication online, yet they are 

still vilified for making what is often a very 
difficult decision.

Sexual sanctioning does not just impede 
women’s rights. Homosexuality is 
regularly depicted as being “abominable” 
and “worse than paedophilia”. Such 
perspectives disregard the harm done to 
people exercising their human right to a 
family life with another consenting adult. 
Christian opposition to homosexuality 
has strong roots in Northern Irish history. 
The implementation of the 1967 Sexual 
Offences Act prompted an oppositional 
campaign entitled “Save Ulster from 
Sodomy” which successfully delayed 
the enactment of decriminalisation for a 
further 15 years. Despite legal change, 
members of LGB&T communities still 
risk social isolation, ostracism and 
victimisation from those intolerant of 
what they perceive as “unnatural” or a 
“lifestyle choice”. Moral discourses still 
prevail in this arena. In January 2012, 
Christian organisation Core Issues hosted 
a conference entitled “The Lepers Among 
Us”, aimed at provoking discussion about 
churches’ responses to homosexuality. 
Although billed as inclusive of LGB&T 
persons, the underlying premise remained 
that homosexuality is sinful and the 
homosexual is to be encouraged towards 
a less sinful (i.e. heterosexual) existence. 
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“Historically, issues concerning Northern 
Ireland have been dominated by the political 
situation, relegating feminist and queer issues 
to the margins”

Grass-roots activism against such 
sexual sanctioning is as strong as ever 
in contemporary Northern Ireland. The 
2011 Gay Pride Parade in Belfast hosted a 
contingent of women marching as part of 
the first Belfast “SlutWalk”. There are clear 
parallels between victim-blaming in sexual 
assault cases and homophobic attacks; 
therefore it makes sense to challenge 
misogyny and homophobia collectively. 
A series of events taking place during 
February (LGB&T history month) involving 
representatives from Northern Ireland’s 
feminist and queer networks will seek 
to strengthen activist links and confront 
problematic ideologies which construct 
certain people as acceptable targets of 
victimisation. Thanks to advancements in 
social networking mediums, the platforms 
from which they can challenge harmful 
discourses are now more accessible to 
those outside of Northern Ireland. This is 
of fundamental importance; historically, 
issues concerning Northern Ireland 
have been dominated by the political 
situation, relegating feminist and queer 
issues to the margins. It is vital that such 
repression is recognised and resisted by 
those outside of Northern Ireland. Equality 
for women and LGB&T communities 
may exist in theory, but in practice the 
failure to ensure this means it’s not just 
discriminatory, it’s potentially dangerous. 

Abortion remains subject to the 1861 
Offences against the Person Act and thus 
punishable by life imprisonment (for the 
woman, medical staff involved or anyone 
helping procure the abortion). Although 
no-one has yet been arrested, charged or 
punished under this law, that doesn’t mean 
that this cannot, or will not, happen. The 
decriminalisation of homosexuality in 1982 
was forced upon the British Government 
following an ECHR ruling. Subsequent 
laws protecting sexual minorities were 
not organic; these were implemented to 
mirror those in the rest of Great Britain. 
Evidence shows that people in Northern 
Ireland are increasingly supportive of 
allowing women to access abortions in 
certain circumstances. Studies conducted 
by the Northern Ireland Life and Times 
research group has also indicated a 
growing acceptance of sexual difference. 
Nonetheless, such social progress 
remains hindered by legal stagnation 
and conservative ideologies. Northern 
Ireland may be progressing politically, 
but women and LGB&T communities 
remain at risk from political elites with 
increasing powers over legislation and 
policy. Although it is overcoming conflicts 
of the past, it is important to ensure 
that women and LGB&T communities 
are a full and equal part of this progress 
to a “new” Northern Ireland. 

Marian Duggan

Marian Duggan is a lecturer in Criminology at 
Sheffield Hallam University. She is the author 
of Queering Conflict: Examining Lesbian and 
Gay Experiences of Homophobia in Northern 
Ireland (Ashgate: 2012)
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Members’ News

Mari Hughes-Edwards, 
Senior Lecturer in English Literature at Edge 
Hill University and Chair of GenSex (EHU’s 
Gender and Sexuality Research Group) has 
won a British Academy grant for her research 
into the work of the first female Poet Laureate, 
Carol Ann Duffy. The award will be used 
partly to fund her forthcoming monograph 
‘Suffering, Sexuality and the Poetry of Carol 
Ann Duffy’, which is under contract with 
University Of Manchester Press.

Ann Heilmann, Professor of 
English Literature at Hull University 
published ‘Essentialism and Gender’, in 
Critical Quarterly, 53: 4 (2011), pp.78-89, 
part of a special issue on Essentialism, 
edited by Angelique Richardson and 
Regenia Gagnier.

Yvette Taylor has been appointed 
Professor and Head of the Weeks Centre 
for Social and Policy Research, London 

South Bank University. Her new monograph 
Fitting Into Place? Class and Gender 
Geographies is out now with Ashgate.

Paulina Palmer’s (formerly 
University of Warwick) new book The 
Queer Uncanny: New Perspectives on the 
Gothic is now out  with the University of 
Wales Press/ University of Chicago Press. 
While representing in certain respects a 
sequel to  my earlier publication Lesbian 
Gothic: Transgressive Fictions (Cassell, 
1999), The Queer Uncanny  discusses 
contemporary fiction with a male gay and 
transgender focus as well as  lesbian 
texts. It investigates the role played by 
the concept of the uncanny as defined 
by Sigmund Freud and other theorists, 
such as Helene Cixous, in a selection 
of contemporary British, American and 
Caribbean fiction published 1980-2007.  
Novels by Christopher Bram, Philip 
Hensher, Alan Hollinghurst, Randall Kenan, 

Shani Mootoo, Sarah Schulman, Ali Smith, 
Sarah Waters, Jeanette Winterson and 
other writers receive analysis in the context 
of queer theory and gothic critical writing. 
Topics discussed include: secrets and their 
disclosure, queer spectrality, the homely/ 
unhomely house, the grotesque, lesbian 
social invisibility, transgender doubles and 
the intersection between sexuality and race.  
Genres and fictional forms considered 
include, in addition to different forms of 
gothic fantasy, the coming out novel, the  
AIDS narrative, the historical novel, fiction 
focusing on the city, and the thriller.   

The Women’s History 
Association of Ireland has 
been busy this past year with a number of 
successful events and publication. They 
welcome new members who are interested 
in Irish women’s history for further details 
see www.whai.ie.

The School of Histories and Humanities seeks to make a permanent appointment in the field of Gender and Women’s Studies. 
Candidates should have teaching and research experience in some aspect of this field but with an expertise relating to one of the 
main academic areas of the School: Classics, History or History of Art. The successful candidate will be expected to lead the School’s 
Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies and to develop further its activities within the College and wider community.

The person appointed will be expected to co-ordinate and to teach on the Centre’s successful M.Phil in Gender and Women’s Studies; 
to supervise research students; to contribute to undergraduate teaching in the School; and to participate in the School’s extramural 
programmes and other developmental activities. Under the direction of the Head of School, the successful candidate will have a role 
in fundraising and alumni relations and will also be required to undertake other administrative responsibilities as directed.

We are, in short, seeking an individual with vision and enthusiasm and a genuine commitment to the central roles of teaching and 
research. Candidates should have an established record of research and show clear potential for future research accomplishment. 
They should also show an appreciation for other research activities represented in the School.

Informal enquiries may be made to the Head of School: Professor Brian McGing (bmcging@tcd.ie).

Further information on this position can be obtained at: www.tcd.ie/hr/vacancies

Closing date for receipt of completed applications is no later than noon, Friday, 23rd March 2012

Assistant Professor in Gender and Women’s Studies, School of Histories 
and Humanities, Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences



Postfeminism and Contemporary 
Hollywood Cinema
CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

One distinguishing feature of postfeminism is its 
acceptance, use and manipulation of its position 
within popular culture. The existence of postfeminism 
as both a cultural media phenomenon and a 
contradictory and contentious term within academic 
discourse raises a number of debates surrounding 
contemporary feminist politics and their status within 
as well as stance toward contemporary consumer and 
media cultures. Postfeminism is invariably invoked in 
discussions of not merely popular genres such as ‘chick 
lit’ but also in relation to a plethora of written and 
visual texts that invoke reconfigurations of femininity 
and female sexuality, often in order to emphasise 
and/or explore female solidarity as a discourse of 
‘shared pleasures and strengths, rather than shared 
vulnerability and pain’ (Genz and Brabon, 2009). As 
such, postfeminism is frequently interrogated within 
the realm of popular media forms which centre 
around the visualisation of female sexuality. Since the 
publication of Laura Mulvey’s ‘Visual Pleasure and 
Narrative Cinema’ (1973), female objectification has 
remained a popular and seemingly irresolvable site of 
conflict within feminist cinema studies in particular, 
revealing the complexities of the relationship between 
female objectification and empowerment.

The editors of this collection invite abstracts 
for contributions which investigate the diverse 

manifestations of postfeminism in contemporary 
Hollywood cinema, be it in order to highlight its 
regressive realities or its empowering potentials. Topics 
for consideration may include, but are by no means 
limited to:

• Reconfigurations of femininity and/or female 
sexuality

• Raunch culture, the mainstreaming of pornography 
and the sexualisation of culture 

• Postfeminism as inclusive/ exclusive social practice

• Representations of particular female figures 
(i.e. mothers, porn stars and other sex workers, 
housewives, career women, superheroes, etc.)

• Genre-specific criticism (i.e. postfeminism in action, 
horror, rom-com, etc.)

• Postfeminism and girl cultures

• Postfeminism and ageing  

• Postfeminism as backlash

Abstracts of 250 words for chapters of 6,000 should 
be emailed to the editors, Joel Gwynne (joel.gwynne@
nie.edu.sg) and Nadine Muller (n.muller@2009.
hull.ac.uk), by September 30th 2011. Deadline for 
completed chapters: March 30th 2012.  
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