
 
 
 
 
Dear FWSA, 
 
We are writing to state our interest in the positions of Co-Chairs of the FWSA. 
 
Sara De Benedictis is a Lecturer in Media and Communications at Brunel University London. Her research 
interests are in gender, reproduction, class, postfeminism, austerity and popular culture. Sara has worked 
on projects that hinge on examining gendered bodies in contemporary culture. She passed her ESRC 
funded PhD in Cultural Studies with no corrections at King’s College London in May 2016. Her thesis was 
an audience study of birth depictions. Sara was a research assistant on a project that explored maternal 
representations at the London School of Economics & Political Sciences and a research fellow on a 
Wellcome Trust grant, Televising Childbirth. Currently, Sara is finishing research leave as she gained funding 
to explore ‘period poverty’ in the UK. Sara has taught at a number of institutions and teaches across 
Sociology and Communications and Media at Brunel. She is also departmental Web Liaison Coordinator. 
 
Laura Clancy is a Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies at Lancaster University. Her teaching and research 
is interdisciplinary, across Media and Cultural Studies, Sociology, and Gender and Women’s Studies. She 
runs a number of events for the Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies at Lancaster University, 
including monthly ‘Feminist Movie Monday’ film screening events, a monthly ‘Feminist Book Club’, and a 
weekly coffee morning. Laura has served on the FWSA Executive Committee since January 2014, as 
Website and Social Media Officer between 2014-2016, and Essay Competition Officer from 2016-present.  
 
The outgoing Chair, Charlotte Mathieson, has done a fantastic job over the past few years to develop the 
FWSA’s reputation and connect to wider inequality issues in academia, such as precarious contracts. Our 
primary mission would be to develop this work further, by: 
 

• Enhancing the FWSA’s web presence. Organisations such as The Sociological Review have 
demonstrated the benefits of developing web presence, and they have reinvigorated their 
organisation with regular guest blog posts, engagement with contemporary social issues, and 
regular social media engagement. We would seek to develop FWSA’s online profile in a similar 
way, which will hopefully increase membership engagement and enhance our profile. 

 
• Strengthening relationships with related associations, groups and institutions. We would seek to 

develop active membership engagement by strengthening relationships across FWSA’s network. 
Our relationship with the Journal of International Women’s Studies, for example, has the 
potential to be developed, as does a new association with other groups such as ‘Women in 
Academia’ or non-academic groups. This will help FWSA speak to important current issues and 
widen membership engagement. 

 
• A review of membership renewals, rates and benefits. This project develops the work that the 

current Chair has been undertaking, in reviewing what FWSA offers and how we can maximise 
our membership. We believe this is really important in order to ensure we are making the most of 
our assets. 

 
Our main objective as Co-Chairs will be to strengthen FWSA’s reputation and presence in the feminist 
community, and develop membership engagement. There is much potential for an association such as 
FWSA to speak for and to women and other minority communities, and we would seek to harness our 
networks to develop this further. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr. Sara De Benedictis                                                                                                            Laura Clancy 
Lecturer in Media and Communications                                           Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies 
Brunel University London                                                                                            Lancaster University 
 

 


